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PREFACE. 


ORD Bor NO, producing 
from one of Dr. Barrows ſer- 
mons this pallage, ** That we 
& may it due meaſure love God, be muſt 
«© appear proportionally amiable and ut. 
«© freable to us; be muſt appear to be 
& the fountain of all good, the ſole author 
«c of all the happineſs we can bope for” 
Can any man now preſume to ſay, 
© that the God of Moſes, or the God of 
Paul, is nis amiableBeing? The God 
df the firft is partial, unjuſt, and cruel, 
* delights in blood; commands aſſaſſina- 
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© tions, maſſacres, and even extermina- 
tions of people: the God of the ſecond 
selects ſome of his creatures to ſalvation, 
and predeſtinates others to damnation, 
© eyen in the womb of their mothers *.* 
Hence it appears that his Lordſhip, 
among other reaſons, diſcarded Chriſti- 
anity, and thought himſelf juſtified in 
difcarding it, from a perſuaſion that it 
taught and inculcated the doctrine of 
PaEDESTINATION. So that Reproba- 
tion, it ſeems, drives ſome into deiſm 
and infidelity, others it is daily plunging 
into the depths of religious gloom and 
deſpondency, The havock, reader, 
that is made of the amiable and bene- 
volent religion of Jeſus in the preſent 
age of Enthuſiaſm, is a melancholy 


* See Lord Bolingbroke's Works, vol. th, p. 367. 
Quarto Edition. Lond. 1754. 
con- 
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conſideration. No wonder that the 
rational, moral, and practical diſcourſes 
of a learned and intelligent Clergy, both 
in the Eftabliſhment and among the 
Difſenters, ſhould be now regarded by 
ſuch multitudes with contempt and even 
horror, while ſuch ſhocking and me- 
lancholy tenets, as being the only pure 
and fundamental doctrines of Chriſti- 


anity, are continually inculcated upon 
them by illiterate mechanics and viſion- 
aries, who find their account in terri- 
fying and duping them, by eternally 
ſounding in their ears this ſtrange lan- 
guage That once in grace and always 
in grace: once in Chriſt and always in 
Chriſt : once a child of God and always 
a child of God: that God from all 
eternity choſe a ſelełt few to everlaſting 
liſe—that Chriſt died only for theſe few 

—and 
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ind that theſe few are themſelves—-- 
but predeſtinated infinite millions to 
everlaſting puniſhment : that juſtifying 
faith and juſtifying righteouſneſs is 
every thing, morality worſe than nothing : 
that none can ever fall from grace: 
that God ſees no fin in his elect: that 
good works are filthy rags, the worſt 
things a man can do to infure his own 
falvation : that immorality hath ſlain its 
thouſands, but morality its ten thou- 
ſands! A good mind can hardly forbear 
dropping a tributary tear over Chriſti- 
anity, ſacred to its departed benevo- 
lence and ſpirit, that reflects, that this 
heavenly Religion, which was deſigned 
to fill us with joy and peace in believing 
its truths, and in every ſcene and cir- 
cumſtance of this vain life's pilgrimage 
to conſole and bleſs us, by ſupplying 

| us, 


ü vii 3 


us, at all times, with abundant cauſe 
to rejoice evermore, ſhould be thus mi- 
ſerably depraved and perverted : inſtead 
of miniſtring to the comfort and felicity 
of the human heart, ſhould only ſerve 
to collect a night of gloom and deſpair 
around it; inſtead of expanding the faul 
with its liberal and þenevalent prin- 
ciples, ſhould contract it, and poiſon 
all ics generous affeftions with the 
wretchedneſs of ſect and ſyſtem ; and 
inſtead of inſpiring it with the moſt 
enlarged ſentiments of the Divine good- 
neſs, and poſſeſſing it with that charity 
and love which is its diſtinguiſhing ex- 
cellence and unrivalled glory, ſhould 
ſour it with the leaven of uncharitable- 
neſs, wrap it in the unhallowed flames 
of bigotry and theological contention, 
and really teach it nothing better, no- 

thing 
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thing nobler, than the quaint phraſe 
and the unintelligible jargon of myſti- 
ciſm and myſtery ! The following little 
Treatiſe is honeſtly calculated to inſpire 
the reader with the worthieſt ideas of 
the Divine benevolence, and to vindi- 
cate and diſplay the glory of the ſupreme 
univerſal Parent, whoſe children all ra- 
tional creatures are, who would have 
ALL men to be ſaved, and whoſe pri- 
mary deſign and ultimate end in creating, 
is HAPPINESS. May He bleſs what was 
ſincerely intended to illuſtrate His glo- 
rious perfections, and do honour to 
the dignity and benevolence of the 
Ghriſtian Revelation ! 


Balis Tol, Aug. 1. 1768. 


EpwaRD Harwoop. 


THE 
MEL Ancniorty DocrRIN E 
OF 


PREDESTINATION 


EXPOSED. 


SECTION I. 
$1. uE is nothing which flls 
the mind of a rational creature 
with ſuch ſatisfaction as the 
goodneſs of God. The conſcious perſuaſion 
that the Deity is good, communicates the 
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to every intelligent being. God is pure 
benevolence. His character is infinitely 
endeared to us by every thing in us and 
around us. All nature is replete with living 
proofs of his goodneſs. All thoſe ſcenes 
of harmony, beauty, and uſefulneſs which 
we behold, his goodneſs diffuſed. What- 
ever parts of nature we ſurvey, we ſee the 
goodneſs of God engraven in the brighteſt 
characters. What is it that ſupports the viſi- 
ble frame of the univerſe, but his goodneſs ? 
What is it maintains and felicitates the whole 
collective family in heaven and earth, but his 
goodneſs ? What is it hath ſcattered ſuch a 
profuſion of bleſſings in this lower creation, 
but his liberal and unceaſing goodneſs *? 

| What 


This is beautifully repreſented by Seneca. Unde 
iſta quæ poſſides ? quæ das? quz negas ? quæ ſeryas ? 
quæ rapis ? unde hæc innumerabilia, oculos, aures, 
animum mulcentia ? unde illa luxuriam quoque 
inſtruens copia ? neque enim necellitatibus tantum- 

modo 


C83 
What is it makes the ſeaſons harmoniouſly re- 
volve, that endues the fertile boſom of na- 
ture with the principles of vegetation, that 
makes the verdant herbage to ſpring for the 
cattle, and the golden harveſt to riſe for the 
children of men, but his goodneſs? His 
goodneſs ines in the ſun, breathes in the 
air, flows in the ocean, and lives in all life. 
And what was it called into exiſtence ſuch 
beings as we are? What cauſe can we aſſign 
for our being dignified with ſuch powers, ſo 
highly exalted in the ſcale of being, advanced 


modo noftris proyiſum eſt : uſque in delicias amamur. 
Tot arbuſta, non uno modo frugifera, tot herbæ ſa- 
lutares, tot yarietates ciborum, per totum annum 
digeſt, ut inerti quoque fortuita terræ alimenta præ- 


berent. Jam animalia omnis generis, alia in ficco 


ſolidoque, alia in humo innaſcentia, alia per ſublime 
dimiſſa, ut omnis rerum naturz pars tributum aliquod 
nobis conferret, Scnecæ Opera, ton. 1. Pp. 700. Edit. 
GronoV. 1672. | g 
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to the dominion of the inferior creation, en- 
dowed with ſuch intellectual and moral facul- 
ties for improving in knowledge, virtue, and 
happineſs? What was it imparted to us ſo 
many enjoyments in the preſent life, and, 
moreover, taught us to aſpire after immorta- 
lity, but the goodneſs of God? From all her 
works univerſal nature proclaims this truth : 
Thou art good : thou art continually doing 
good ! Theſe are thy wondrous works, parent 
of good ! Thine this univerſal frame, ſo won- 
drous fair, thyſelf how wondrous bn 
This is one of the firſt great truths of na- 
turał religion: one of the firft dictates of the 
human mind. The heart feels this truth, 
gives its joyful aſſent to it, cannot forbear 
devoutly celebrating it, and warmly exulting 
in it, when it contemplates the infinite and 
numberleſs diſplays of this moſt glorious attri- 
bute, which the whole creation around him 

ob 
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of the moſt obvious fentiments, that obtrudes 
upon a thinking rational creature, is, That 
a good Being formed him, and that he was 
formed for happineſs, That the end of crea- 
tion muſt be happineſs. That an agent fo 
fearfully and wonderfully made, endowed 
with ſach a mind, formed for ſuch exalted 
attainments, and made capable of enjoying 
God, and truth and happineſs, and-who more- 
over hath ſuch a rich variety of bleſlings 
provided for him to render both natural and 
moral life agreeable and happy to him, muſt 
not have been formed in vain——formed for 
fome + low and trivial purpoie—much leſs 

formed 


+ Animal hoc providum, ſagax, multiplex, acu- 
tum, memor, plenum rationis & confilii, quem voca- 
mus hominem, præclara quadam conditione genera- 
tum eſſe a ſummo Deo: ſolum eſt enim ex tot ani- 
mantium generibus atque naturis particeps rationis 
et cogitationis, cum cetera ſint omnia expertia. Quid 
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formed for miſery andwretchedneſs. When 
God had finiſhed the works of creation he 
bcheld them with complacency : he bleſſed 
them and pronounced them good ! Eſpecial- 
ly muſt man, his nobleſt work, whom he 
ſtamped with his image, conſtituted the lord 
of nature, and ſo nearly allied to himſelf, be 
the diſtinguiſhed object of his delight and 
love. Infinite Benevalence can have no end 
in creation but a benevolent one. An infi- 
nitely good Creatcr can deſign nothing but 
the happineſs of the creature. This is a ſelt- 
evident truth : one of the fundamental and 
capital articles of natural religion—and the 


et autem noa dicam in homine, ſed in emni cœlo 
atqus terra, ratione divinius? Cicera de lag, p. 27, 
2%. Lat. Ladies. Cantab. 1727. Cogitavit enim 
nos ante natura, quam fecit: nec tam leve opus 
ſumus, ut illi potuerimus excidere—Scrzs, non eſie 
hominem tumultuarium et incogitatum opus. Senecæ 
Nera, tom. i. p. $25. Edit. Gronov. 1672. 
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order, beauty, and happineſs of the whole 
creation around us moſt gforiouſly confirm 
and illuſtrate it. And to this Revelation adds 
its ſacred teſtimony. Its heaven!y pages ex- 
hibit the Deity to us under the moſt amiable 
and endearing character. God is ve. The 
Lerd is good, and continually diing good. The 
Lord is good to all: his tender mercies are 
over ALL his works. The Lord, the Lard 
Cod, gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and 
Full of compaſſion. God would have all men to 
be ſaved. Gad is unwilling that any ſhould 
periſh. God fo loved the world that he ſent 


bis Son. 
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SECTION IL 


{ 2. SINCE then both Reaſon and Revelation 
harmoniouſly unite in repreſenting the God 


that made us under this lovely and engaging 
character, merciful Father, how could the 


boſom of any of thy children ever nouriſh 
9 ſuch 
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ſuch a ſentiment as eternal Neprebation , 
Great God ! how could any of thy creatures, 
whom thine infinite goodneſs uſhered into 
this ſtate of being to behold thy works, to 
adore and love thee—how could a frail crea- 
ture, a compoſition of duſt and aſhes, who 
owes its breath, its being, its all, to thine 
infinite and unceaſing agency and goodneſs, 
ever repreſent thee to its heart, as a Being, 
who from all Eternity, by a ſovereign unal- 
terable decree, had predeſtinated thouſands 
and millions of ſouls to the eternal and never- 
ending torments of hell—fore-appointing and 
fore-ordaining that only a ſmall and inconſi- 
derable number, a very few individuals out 
of many myriads, finally ſhould be ſaved ! By 
what means did ſuch an impious and blaſphe- 
mous thought againſt the Majeſty of heaven, 
ſuch a petulant and daring impeachment of the 
character of the bleſſed God, ever find its 
way into a creature's mind? Is this the Being 

| whom 
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whom in our prayers we ſtyle merciful, gra- 
cious, and good? Is this the character of the 
_ univerſal ParENT ?— this the character of 
the Maker, Governor, and Judge of man- 
kind ?—this the character of the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Is this the 
Being whom we Chriſtians are taught to 
worſhip in ſpirit and in truth, and to love 
with all our hearts, minds, and underſtand- 
ings ? Did the mind of man ever conceive 
and form any thing ſo injurious to the Deity ? 
Reader, can you name me any ſentiment that 
fo much ſullies the luſtre of the Divine per- 
fections, eclipſes his rectitude, juſtice, and 
goodneſs, or produce any doctrine of any 
ſyſtem that ever was invented by any man or 
body of men that has ſuch a tendency to 
overwhelm the world in chearleſs deſpondency 
and deſpair by wiping the very fir attribute 
out of the Divine character? Say, in what 
dark and diſtant age of the Chriſtian church did 

this 
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this deteſtable doctrine of Reprobation eſta- 
bliſh itſelf? The Son of God, who was in 
the boſom of the Father, taught no ſuch tenet. 
His diſciples and companions are ſtrangers to 
it. A predeſtinating god is not the God of 
inſpired prophets, evangeliſts, and apoſtles. 
The pure and ſacred pages they wrote are 
ſtained with no ſuch pollution. The primi- 
tive Chriſtians, for ſeveral centuries, had no 
ſuch notion among them. I have ſearched the 
writings of the three firſt centuries, and can- 
not find that among all the various hereſees, 
ſentiments, and ſp/Jems that obtained amongſt 
them, the inſernal doctrine of Pred:finaticn 
hath a place. In thoſe bleſſed ages univerſal 
Revemption Vis the univerſel doctrine that 
ALL might obtain ſalvation that would, that 
would ſtrenucuily exert their endeavours — 
that pardon and mercy were freely offered 
to every individual of the human race—that 
heaven was opea to all men—that none were 

| excluded, 
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excluded, but who excluded themſelves — 
that if any ſoul forfeited ſalvation, his loſs 
of it was his own voluntary act and deed— 
could be juſtly attributed to no other cauſe, 
but his wn ſpontaneous choice—that there 
were no decrces of God againſt him—that 
God waited over every immortal ſoul to be 
gracious that every intelligent agent was en- 
dowed with mcral freedom and liberty x — 


could 


Let the reader carc{ully weigh the ſollowing paſ- 
ſages which I have extracted from the writings of 
the rh.“ ve Chriſtians. Ovls na? LU ZPATITY fi 
eu: fene n Waco Ta iνuνẽj)ee ia, aka kara ev 
fie inapy nai); n emafav, We Chiiſtians 
do not believe that men a or Fer according to an 
abſolute deſtiny, but we maintain that every man 
doth good or evil in con ſequence of his own free and 
voluntary choice, Juſtia t. Apel. 2. p. 17. 
Edit. Oran. 1703. Or. eviifoury vo T5 Tey ae 
yEv0;, % TW Erfpurruy Try apyny E797: 5 O, tunizy 
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could chooſe a ſinful or a virtuous life, could 
embrace virtue and ſhun vice—and that fu- 


ture 


aH, n rait. Becauſe God originally endowed both 
angels and men with free will and liberty of action, 
therefore it is that for their tranſgreſſions of duty they 
will jaſiy be doomed to the puniſhment of eternal 
fire, Juſtin Martyr. Apol. 2. p. 18. Edit. Oxon. 
1703. Teure dd wavrog iis ö qQuoic, dane & aperr; 
Inixlexoy stvat ov yap av nm eravtroy onder aurwy, tt on 
mw r ajpuqorige Tcemeola; x» wage UMR. It is the 
nature of every rational being to be capable of either 
vice or virtue: for no action would be praiſe-worthy, 
if the agent had not a power freely to embrace either 
vice or virtue. Jbid. p. 18. Bouw\ourr®- ng Toure; 27 
8aruleps Tpoargert: g UTESIVTIOU; vEVGUAEINVG TU; TE EY YENC: 
8 Toug avJpurove 6 Stec. #. A. For the Deity willing 
that both angels and men ſhould be endowed with 
freedom of will and liberty of action. Dialog. cum 
. Tryphone, p. 268. Edit. Jebb. Lond. 1719. See 
alſo p. 301. O al, Tov Gov. x. >, The Deity is 
not chargeable with the wickedneſs either of angel 
or men, but the guilt ſolely reſts vrith every indiv 

dw . 
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ture happineſs or miſery was the fruit of mens 
own perſonal righteor ſneſs or unrighteouſneſs, 
not 


dual. Juſtin Martyr. Dial. cum Tryphone, p. 400g 
401. Edit. ebb. Lond. 1919. The following is 4 
diſtinguiſhed paſſage. Tas Tyjuapias 8 we eue $ 
Tag ayalag apata; aan afiav mace ae. x, A. 
We have learned from the prophets that rewards and 
puniſhments are diſtributed according to the merit of 
every perſon's reſpeRtive aFions, and we pronounce 
this doctrine true. For if it were not ſo, but every 
thing took place in conſequence of an inflexible fata- 
lity, there would then be abſolutely nothing at all in 
our own power. For if one man was abſolutely fated 
to be good, and another to be bad, the former could 
not with any juſtice be rewarded, or the latter con- 
demned. And if the human rate were not endowed 
with a free and voluntary liberty to chooſe moral good, 
and avoid moral evil, they could not properly be 
accountable for any actions whatſoever. _. For God 
hath not formed man like brute animals and trees, 
incapable of doing any thing by a moral and ſpon- 
tancous liberty 3 for he could not deferve either praiſs 

or 
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could chooſe a finful or a virtuous life, could 
embrace virtue and ſhun vice—and that fu- 
tare 


xopurowrai, Becauſe God originally endowed both 
therefore it is that for their tranſgreſſions of duty they 
will jufily be doomed to the puniſhment of eternal 
fire. Juſtin Martyr. Apol. 2. p. x8. Edit. Oxon. 
1703. Ternroy dd wavro; ids d qQuoic, xazac & aperrc 
— ov yap av mw examroy outer aura, 8 o 
„ en apqorige rente & dus ue. It is the 
nature of every rational being to be capable of either 
vice or virtue: for no action would be praiſe-worthy, 
if the agent had not a power freely to embrace either 
vice or virtue. Ibid. p. 18. Be e- yag Toureu; ay 
8Xcufeps ο,ũ g avTE;IuTIOU; yEWGUaBIOVG TUG TE EY YERNU; 
% Toug apres 6 Steg. . A. For the Deity willing 
that both angels and men ſhould be endowed with 
freedom of will and liberty of action. Dialog. cum 
. Tryphone, p. 268. Edit. Jebb. Lond. 1719. See 
alſo p. 301. Own al, Tw Ov, x, >, The Deity is 
not chargeable with the wickedneſs either of angel 
or men, but the guilt ſolely reſts with every indivi 
dw . 
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ture happineſs or miſery was the fruit of mens 


own perſonal righteor ſneſs or unrighteouſneſs, 
not 


dual. Fuftin Martyr. Dial. cum Tryphone, p. 400g 
40. Edit. Jebb. Lond. 1919. The following is # 
diſtinguiſhed paſſage. Tac Tupac 8 Tac e 
Tag ayadag ajuate; tar" afiar mare anvlicobar, x, A, 
We have learned from the prophets that rewards and 
puniſhments are diſtributed according to the merit of 
every perſon's reſpective actions, and we pronounce 
this doctrine true. For if it were not ſo, but every 
thing took place in conſequence of an inflexible fata- 
lity, there would then be abſolutely nothing at all in 
our own power. For if one man was abſolutely fated 
to be good, and another to be bad, the former could 
demned. And if the human rate were not endowed 
with a free and voluntary liberty to chooſe moral good, 
accountable for any actions whatſoever. _ For God 
incapable of doing any thing by a moral and ſpon- 
taneous liberty; for he could not deſerve either praiſe 

or 


1-80 3 
not the inevitable conſequences of an eternal 
irrevocable deſtiny. 
SECTION 


or recompenſe, if he did not of himſelf freely chooſe 
the good, but was made ſuch; nor if wicked, could 
he juſtly be doomed to puniſhment, if he did not 
conſtitute E;ſelf ſuch by his own voluntary choice, 
and never had it in his oer to render himſelf other- 
wiſe than what he was. Juſtin Martyr. Apol. 1. p. 64, 
65. Edit. Tbiriby. Lond. 1722. To Is inarspy Tx; 
weine tg td avrtZouorcy yeye. Both orders of being 
{angels and men] are endowed with freedom of will. 
Tatian contra Graces, p. 146. Edit. Paris 1636. 
Twy ev9pzrav dau. v. x. >, Men are at perfect liberty 
with regard to virtue and vice: otherwiſe you could 
not reward the good, or puniſh the bad, if virtue and 
vice were not in their own power. Athenogore Le- 
gatio, p. 113. Edit. Oxon. 1682. Ort ov «favar:y 
auroy E7uncty ours fan Sve. x, x, For God did not 
form man either immortal or mortal, but capable of 
both, as we ſaid above : if he keeps the command- 
ments of God, that he ſhould attain to immortality, 

- recelye 
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SECTION II 


$ 3. Ir, therefore, it is the language of 
Chriſt, That there is joy in heaven over one 
ſinner 


receive this bleſſedneſs as his reward, and become a 
glorified fpirit : but, on the contrary, if he turn aſide 
to the works of death and diſobey God, that be him- 
ſelf ſhould be the author of his own perdition : for 
God hath made man a free agent and maſter of his 
own actions — for as man by wilfully violating his 
duty draws upon himſeif deſtruction, ſo every one 
that obeyeth the will of God, may, be pleaſeth, 
obtain for himſelf everlaſting life: for God hath 
given us his law and holy commandments, which 
every one that obſerveth may be ſaved, and obtaining 
a reſurrection inherit immortality. Theophilus ad Au- 
tolycum, p. 104. Eat. Paris 1636. Illud autem, 
quod ait: Sens wolui ccugregare filios tuos, et 
noluiſti? veterem legem libertatis hominis manifeſta- 
vit, quia liberum eum Deus fecit ab initio, habentem 
ſuam poleſtatem, ſicut et ſuam animam, ad utendum 
ſententià Dei voluntariè, et non coactum à Deo 

Poſait 


1 16 J 
nner that repenteth; if inſpired Apoſtles 
tell us, That God would have all men to be 
ſaved ; and if the primitive church for ſeveral 


Poſuit autem in homine poteflatem eleFionis, &c. 
Irenaus. Edit. Grabe, Oxon. 374. E. quent, od A 
<av2o, of In apfel yrymariy, of" oro emramtru, ore 
reg ytyeveltc. If by nature ſome are bad and others 
good ; the good are not praiſe-worthy; for they were 
conſtituted ſuch : nor are the bad worthy of blame, 
being neceſſarily made ſuch. Ireneus. Grabe. Oxon. 
375. See ſome more excellent paſſages on this ſubject, 
p. 375» 376, 377. 380, 381, 38s. 393. 443. 445» 
Edit. Grabe. Oxon, 1702. Mens tamen libera eſt, 
et ideo actus hominis non nativitas judicatur. Minu- 
clus Felix, p. 175. Edit. Davies. Cantab. 1712. 
Ty dd arif Tov n To BirTifoy thovparrov, Gr®- - 
God is clear : the fault is ſolely in him who will not 
chooſe what is good. Clemens Alexandrinus, Stro- 
mata 1. P. 271. Edit. Paris 1629. Ouy, ee 
Ty eng, aur airw, Doſt thou not * 
the blame is ſolely thine, p. 127. See alſo p. 33. 62. 

73. 239. Edit, Paris 1629. 5 
centuries 
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centuries were happy ſtrangers to Predeſtina- 
trine of univerſal redemption, of final ſalva- 
tion freely offered to 4LL—in what age was 
this ſhocking and execrable notion, that fo 
dreadfully impeaches the Divine goodneſs, 
and aſperſes the Deity's character and perfec- 
tions, firſt propagated !—Se. Auguſtin is ſaid 
to be the father of Predeſtination *. In his 
youth he was a rigid Montaniff. Theſe were 
ries and enthuſiaſts we ever read of—and 
tho' he afterwards relinquiſhed this ſect, yet 
he carried, like Calvin, its darkneſs upon his 


* Primos doRtores Chriſtianos uſque ad Augufinum 
prædeſtinationem abſolutam prorſus ignoraſſe—Sen- 
tentiam de abſoluti prædeſtinatione primus [ Augufti- 
un] in Ecclefiam Chriſtianam invexit. See Limborch's 
excellent Treatiſe, intituled, Relatio Hifforica de 
origine et progreſſu controverfiarum in faderato Belgio, 
ſub init. Hage Com. 1736. 
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mind as long as he lived. Reprobation was 
a doctrine perfectly congenial to Auſtin's dark 
ſoul. He was a man of a very bad temper, 
He viewed the Deity through this wretched 
medium. His writings are the overflowings 
of his heart. They exhibit a faithful picture 
of his mind. They are full of ſcurrility 
and rancour. He was a very uncharitable 
zealot, a molt furious bigot and incendiary, 
and a virulent and implacable controverſialiſt. 
The man had genius, and, like Calvin, wrote 
good Latin ; but with all his literary endow- 
ments he was an haughty and arrogant crea- 
ture, abuſing every one in the moſt oppro- 
brious terms who did not think in Divinity 
as he did— a bold ſpeculatiſt, who had the 
temerity and preſumption to tear aſunder the 
veil that hides divine things from mortal view, 
and to publiſh to men the divine counſels with 
a confidence and audacity, juſt as if he had 
himſelf been in the cabinet of heaven, and 

: had 
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had accurately read the whole volume of the 
Divine decrees. From St. Auguflin the doc- 
trine of Election and Predeſtination came by 
inheritance to the church of Rome . It re- 
ceived great improvements in the Vatican, 
and the INFALLIBLE vicar of Chriſt and ſuc- 
ceſſor of the Apoſtles, cur Lord God the Pope, 


+ The Dominicans, Auguſtins, and Janſenifts, 
with ſeveral other doctors of the church, adopt the 
following propoſitions : That the impulſe of Divine 
grace cannot be oppoſed or reſiſted; — That there are 
no remains of purity or goodneſs in human nature 
ſince its fall—That thy, eternal decrees of God, re- 
lating to the ſalvation of men, are ncituer founded 
upon, nor attended with, any cond:izz whatſoever, 
Mofbeim's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Maclaine's trai ation, vol. 2. 
P. 117. and þ 391. See allo a curious an enter- 
taining account of the controverſy in th: R.Uπα 
church concerning Predeſiination and izrace in the 
in the 14th volume of LE CLERC's B:ii:21hegue Uni- 
verſelle. This excellent tract is intitulc.i, Memaoi rer 
pour ſervir à I Hiſtoire des Controverſes dans I Egliſe . 
Romaine ſur la Predeſlination et ſur la Grace. 

C 2 ſtamped 
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ſtamped it with his ſanction. Would to 
God that this corrupt doctrine had ever been 
confined to that corrupt church, and never 
found its way among the Reformed, But it 
is too well known that thoſe great and glori- 
ous men, whoſe names will be tranſmitted to 
the lateſt ages, with evetlaſting honours, for 
the noble ſtand they made againſt the corrup- 
tion, domination, and unrighteous encroach- 
ments of the Church of Rome—the illuſtrious 
REFORMERs in England, Holland, Germany, 
. and Switzerland, did not proteſt againſt all 
the abſurdities of the papal hierarchy—It 
could not be expected that perfect light ſhould 
in a moment ſpring from total darkneſs — 
With all their conſpicuous talents and endow- 
ments they had, alas! too much of the ſpirit af 
Popery—for it is too notorious to be denied 
that they brought with them out of that 
church, PREDESTINATION r, and PxRSR- 

+ The doftrines of abſolute Predeflination, irre- 


fillible grace, and human impotence, were never carried 
2 to 


* 
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cu riox. Infinite were the troubles and mĩ 
ſeries in which diſputes about Fafaliſm and 
Repro- 


to a more exceſſive length, nor maintained with a 
more virulent obſtinacy by any divine, than they were 
by LuTHER. Moſbeim's Eccleſ. Hift. tranſlated by 
Maclaine, vol. 2. p. 173, CALVIN maintained, 
that the everlaſting condition of mankind in a future 
| world was determined from all eternity by the un- 
ebangeable order of the Deity, and that this abſolute 
determination of his will and good pleaſure was the 
only ſource of happineſs or miſery to every individual, 
Ibid. p. 194, 195. The abſolute decree of God, with 
reſpe& ta the future and everlaſting condition of the 
human race, was an eſſential tenet in the creed of 
CALvINn, who inculcated with zeal the following 
doctrine: That God, in predeſtinating, from all eter- 
nity, one part of mankipd to everlaſting happineſs, 
and another to endleſs miſery, was led to make this 
diſtinQion by no other motive than his own 600D 
PLEASURE AND FREE WILL. Moſbeim's Eccleſ. 
Hift. vol. 2. p. 200. Eraſmus wrote a treatiſe inti- 
tuled, De libero arbitrio diatribe, in which, ſays Dr. 
{ortin, he repreſents the doctrine of Predeſtinarian 
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Reprobation and Free- will, involved the Ne- 
formed, particularly in Holland. Whole 
nations contended and ſtrove for theſe points, 
as if they were the peculiar glory and diflin- 
guiſbing honour of the goſpel. And lt is well 
known that king James the firſt, who affected 
the character of a profound Divine, and 
whoſe whole foul and affections were wrap- 
ped in Theological diſputation, to prevent 
this happy nation from being involved in 
one univerſal flame from controverſies about 
Divine decrees, out of his wluſtrious and re- 
nowned wiſdom, in which he excetled moſt 


fatality as extremely dangerovs to the morals of men, 
and as a doctrine which, till then, had been embraced 
by no perſons of note, except Manicheus and Viclißße. 
Jertius Life of Eraſinus, wel. 2. p. 270. 

It is with pleaſure I refer my reader to a well- 


written account of theſe unhappy controverſies in 
Holland about Predejiination, by the celebrated Lim- 


Borch, which is annexed to his Theologia Chriſtiana. 


Editio quarta. Hage Comit. 1736. 
| men, 


BB 


men, publiſhed an edift, That no Divine, 
under the character of a Biſhop or a Dean 
ſhould preſume to preach about Predeſtina- 
tion f. The Turks are rigid Predeſtina- 
rians , and they believe, almoſt to a man, 
that the period of life cannot be ſhortened or 
prolonged a ſingle moment, and that the 
particular fortune and particular death, to 
which every one is fated, hath been deter- 
mined and fixed by an irreverſible decree 
from all Eternity. The C:ran ſolemnly incul- 
cates this as a ſacred doctrine the impoſtor 
Mohammad, whoſe religion is founded in 


+ See Dr. Fortin's Diſſertations, p. 29. 

t Inter Turcas multi ſunt Przdeſtinarii, qui dicunt 
quod Cujrſgzue ſataꝶm ſcriptum fit in ſua fronte. Vid. 
Albert: Bobowvii de viſitatione ægrotorum in the firſt 
yolume of Hyde's works lately publiſhed by Dr. 
Gregory Sharpe, p. 285. Oxon. 1767. The republic 
of letters is greatly indebted to my learned and worthy 
friend Dr. Sharpe for this valuable collection and 
edition of Dr. Hyde's tracts. 


C4 blood, 


( 24 ] 
blood, foreſeeing that this doctrine would be 
of ſingular. efficacy in inſpiring his ſoldiers 
and followers with intrepidiry and reſolution : 
The ſixth great point of faith, ſays the 
learned Mr. SaLE, which the Mohammedans 
are taught by the Coran to believe, is, God's 
abſolute decree and predeſtination both of 
good and evil. For the orthodox doctrine is, 
that whatever hath or ſhall come to paſs in 
this world, whether it be good or whether it 
be bad, proceedeth entirely from the Divine 
will, and is irrevocably fixed and recorded 
from all eternity in the reſerved table ; God 
having ſecretly predetermined not only the 
adverſe and proſperous fortune of every per- 
ſon in the world, in the moſt minute particy- 
lars, but alſo his faith and infidelity, his obe- 
dience or diſobedience, and conſequently his 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery after death ; 
which fate or predeſtination it is not poſſible, 
by any foreſight or wiſdom, to avoid. _—Of 
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this doctrine Mohammed makes great uſe in 
his Coran for the advancement of his deſigns ; 
encouraging his followers to fight without 
fear, and even deſperately, for the propaga- 

tion of their faith, by repreſenting to them 
that all their caution could not avert their in- 
evitable deſtiny, or prolong their lives for a 
moment That madman Charles the XIIth 
of Sweden and our illuſtrious king William, 
it is ſaid, believed Predęſtination +, and were 
firmly perſuaded that every ball had its com- 
miſſion.ä—In the preſent age this gloomy, 
uncomfortable, and horrid doctrine, notwith- 


® Gee Sales Preliminary Diſcourſe prefixed to his 
tran{lation of the Caran, vol. 1. Pp. 137. Edit. $00. 
Lond. 1764. 


+ 11 [Charles] ne conſerva de ſes premiers prin- 
cipes que celui d'une Prẽdeſtination abſolue, dogme 
qui favoriſoĩt ſon courage, et qui juſtifioĩt ſes tẽmẽ- 
rites. Hiftcire de Charles XII. par Voltaire, p. 149. 
Edit. Baſle, | 
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ſtanding it makes o of the thirty-nine Ax - 
TICLES “, and is univerſally ſubſcribed, is 
regarded with juſt abhorrence by the Clergy 
and members of the Church of England f. 

Though 


Article xvii. The godly confederation. of Predeſti- 
nat, ſays this ſhocking article, it full of fwveet, 
pleaſant, and unſpeakable comport to godly perſens. 

I The ſpirit of toleration and indulgence grew 
ſtill more forbearing and comprehenſive after the 
famous ſ-nod of Dert. For though the ſentiments 
and doArines cf the 4rainians were rejected and 
condemned in that numerous afſ:mbly, yet they 
gaincd ground privately, and infnunted themſelves 
into the minds os many. The Church of England 
under the reign of CHARLES I. publicly renounced 
the opinions of CALVIN relating to the Divine De- 
crocs. Miſbeim's Eccigſ. Hiſt. tranſiated by Maclaine, 
Dol. 2. p. 189. In Ergland the face of religion 
changed conſidera" ly, in a very little time after the 
famous ſynod [of Dort] now mentioned; and this 
change, which was entirely in favour of Arminiauiſir, 
was principally effected by the counſels and influence 


of 
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Though they have long been reproached with 
it, T am ſure it hath now ceaſed to be a doc- 
trine of the Diſſenters, at leaſt of every ſociety 
that a man of ſenſe and benevolence would 
chooſe to be ſeen among. The majority of 
the Mit hocliſts, to their honour, have diſ- 


of WILLIAM LauD, archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
This revolytion gave new couroge to the Arminians; 
and from tat period to the preſent time they have 
had the pleaſure of ſecing the deciſions and doc: ines 
of the ſynod of Dori, relating to the points in de- 
bate between them and the Calviniſts, treated, in 


Envland, with omething more than mere indiſterence, 
— , Fe) 


beheld by me with agen, and by others with 


coutenmpt. Made im s Ecclſ. Hi. wil. 2. Pp. 484. 
Every one is acquainted wich the change that has 
taken place in the Eſtabliſhed Church of England, 


whoſe clergy, gener: lly ſpeaking, ſince the time of 


archbiſh p Laup, have embraced the Aruinian doc- 
u ine concerning Predeſiiuatien and Grace; and, 
ſince the reſtoration of CHaRLEs II. have diſcoyered 
a ſtrong propenſity to many other tents of the Ar- 
minian church. Mi, Eceliſ. LH. wil. 2. P. 531. 


claimed 
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claimed and renounced it. Mr. John Weſley 
hath written an excellent and ſpirited treatiſe 


againſt Predeſlination. His numerous fol- 
lowers regard it with horror. It is now al- 
moſt univerſally exterminated from Britazn. 
It has only been able to find a little dark 
ſequeſtered retreat among a few miſerable 
Antinomians and the Calviniſtic Baptiſts *. 
Thanks be to God for increaſing light, for 
the triumphs of truth, knowledge, liberty, 
and Chriſtianity . 


* Sce a curious Confc/ion of faith, which the Cri- 
tical Reviewers juſtly ſtyle CALvINISTIC IN THE 
TRUE SUBLIME, delivered by Caleb Evans, before 
the ſociety of Independent Baptiſts in Broad-mead, 
Briftol : in which the Confeſſionaliſt publicly declares 
his PLLIEF in the gro/ily abuſed doctrine of perſonal 
election, and ſolemnly proclaims to the world, that 
Chrift died only for his choſen few ! meaning, no 
doubt, by theſe 'CH@SEN FEW, the good, old, ſound 
Predeftinarian Anabaptiſts ! 

+ The doctrines of abſolute Predeſtinatian, irre- 
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SECTION VV. 


$ 4. Think, reader, impartially think, can 
any thing be more injurious to the perfections 


Mible grace, and human impotence, were never carried 
to a more exceſſive length, nor maintained with a 
more virulent obſtinacy by any Divine, than they were 
by LuTYER. But in THESE times he has very. few 
foliowers in this reſpect, even among thoſe that bear 


his name. Moſbeim's Eccleſ. Hift. vol. 2. p. 173. 


Note Cb). Even the United Provinces, which ſaw 
within their boſom the defeat of Arminianiſin, are at 
THIS time ſenſible of a conſiderable change in that 
reſpect. Ibid. p. 531, What is ſtill more remarkable, 
and therefore ought not to be paſſed over in filence, 
we ſee the city of Geneva, which was the parent, the 
nurſe, and the guardian of the doctrine of Abſolute 
Predeflination and Particular Grace, not only put on 


ſentiments of charity, forbearance, and eſteem for 


the Arminians, but become itſelf ſo far Arminian, 
as to deſerve a place among the churches of that com- 
munion. Mcſbeim's Eccleſ. Hift. tranſlated by Mac- 
iaine, vol. 2. p. 485. 5 


of 
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of the DerTY, can any thing ſo egregiouſly 
ſully and totally eclipſe the glorious luſtre of 
his character, as to believe and repreſent to 
one's heart the great Gop as creating millions 
of immortal, never-dying fouls on purpoſe to 
ſuffer the pains and puniſhments of hell 
through all the revolving ages of an abſolute 
ETErxiTyY !—and this, by an arbitrary fixed 
decree, which there is no reverſing ; a ſtern 
decree, which the wretched being, from all 
eternity, doomed to be miſerable, cannot 
abrogate or ſoften, and which ſtood in full 
force againſt him millions of ages before he 
kung on his mother's breaſt ! Can any idea 
be more blaſphemouſly ſhocking and deteſt- 
able, than to figure and paint to onz's thoughts 
God Almighty thus wantonly ſporting with 
the happineſs of his creatures, peopling the 
earth with unnumbered numbers of ſouls, 
and yet from theſe infinite millions, from this 


countleſs crowd of beings formed for immor- 
— 
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tality, faſtidiouſly culling out here and there 
one ſoul, ſelecting a very inconſiderable few, 
operating upon Zheſe indeed, but freely ſur- 
rendering all the reſt to Satan's controul, 
granting to this little diminutive number his 
grace, and ſpirit, and love, but ſubjecting all 
the reſt to the Cevil's tyranny, remedileſsly, 


inevitably to periſh unenlightened, unaſſiſted, 


unbeloved !—What ſhould we think of the 
wiſdom, of the / ansur, of the refitude and 
goodneſs of the parent of a numerous family, 
who ſhould have one or two favourites, on 
whom he was perpetually laviſhing all his 
kindneſs, and totally diſregarding and neg- 
lecling and ruining all the reſt !—What ! is 
not the go2dne/s of Gop ample enough for 
ALL his creatures? If all the whole collective 
ſyſtem of beings enjoyed it, would they ex- 
hauſt it ? Or are the manſions of our Father's 
houſe not numerous or capacicus enough to 
hold all his family ? Is his approbation too 

great 


. 
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great a bleſſing to be indulged to aLL—is it 
like the approbation of earthly princes, par- 
tial and limited, and reftrifted only to a few ? 
Is the arm of the Lord ſhortened that he could 
not ſave all; or his is benevolence bound- 
ed and contracted that he is not diſpoſed to 
fave all ? Or, is the grace and love of the com- 
paſſionate Jeſus not large and liberal and ex- 
tenſive enough to comprehend and embrace 
all ? Or, are the aſſiſtances of the Divine Spirit 
citcumſcribed within ſo narrow a ſphere that 
they cannot animate and befriend al? Will 
any of theſe conſiderations be pleaded ? With 
modeſty, with truth, can any of theſe narrow 
and miſerable principles be alledged ? Is not 
the goodneſs of God an undiminiſhed and in- 
defectible fountain? Doth he not diſpenſe the 
water of life to all his creatures freely ? Doth 
that benevolence, that formed the ſoul im- 
mortal, envy its ſalvation ? Is not the primary 

and 
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and ultimate deſign of creation, happineſs ? 
Hath not a good God formed Every rational 
creature for HAPPINESS ? Are the inhabitants 
of this planet overlooked amidſt the boundleſs 
immenſity of God's univerſe ? Is the happineſs 
of terreſtrial beings a thing infinitely below 
the Divine regard? Or, is the defiruftion of 
great numbers, as it is ſometimes under human 
governments, neceſſary to the ſafety, conſer- 
vation, and happineſs of the Divine govern- 
ment? Is the perdition of ſouls a link in the 
great chain of the Divine adminiſtration ? And 
doth the reprobation of the majority, and the 
election of a few, form a part, a neceſſary part, 
of that vaſt and glorious ſcheme which was 
planned from all eternity? A reprobating 
God I-! s this a pleaſing idea? Can we look 
up to fuch a Being with filial affeftion and 
love, and ſay, Abba ! Father ! 
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SECTION V. 


$ 5. Bur this horrible doctrine of Predęſti- 
nation is not only injurious to the character "* 
of the bleſſed God, and a fatire and inſult 
upon his goodneſs, but it is repugnant to the 
whole tenor of ſcripture. What does the 
infallible ſtandard of truth declare concerning 
the terms and conditions of mens final accept- 
ance ? Is there a ſingle paſſage. that aſſerts, . 
or even obſcurely intimates, that men, at the 
judgment-day, will be ſaved in conſequence 
of God's decree of election, or condemned in 
conſequence of a divine pre · ordination? Does 
. not the word of God, the great rule of our J 
0 faith, univerſally declare, in the plaineſt and 
_ cleareſt expreſſions, that alf mankind wil! 
be judged according to their works? that 
the deciſive ſentence will be regulated ſolely | 
by the DEEDs done in the body? That what- 
ever 


* 
— "= 
— . - - 


—— 
p_ 


a k . 


” © — 2 — —. 28 — 


, 
* 
f 


35 1 


ever a man ſows in this life he ſhall reap in 
the next ? That we muſt all appear before 
the judgment · ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt, and every 
one receive the THINGs done in the body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad? That if we do good we ſhall 
be accepted, if we do evil, ſin lieth at our 
own door? That God is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons, hath no favourites among his children, 
'but is the impartial, righteous, and benevolent 
parent and governor of the whole world ; for 
that in every nation, Chriſtian, Mohammedan, 
Pepiſh, or Pagan, he that feareth God, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted of God ? 
That God will render to every man according 
to his woRKsS; to them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing ſeek for glory, honour, 
and immortality, eternal life ; but to them that 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſ- 
neſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
apgyiſh upon every ſoul of man that doeth 
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evit ? How diametrically inconſiſtent, how 
infinitely incompatible, are ſuch declarations as 
theſe with the gloomy, blaſphemous, and in- 
fernal doctrine of abſolute election and eternal 
reprobation That all mankind will ſtand 
or fall, be placed on the right hand or on the 
left, poſſeſs eternal life, or be conſigned to 
everlaſting torments, not in conſequence of 
only as the decrees of God fortuitouſly hap- 
pen to be for them or againft them, millions 
of ages before they were born ! Surely, after 
long cogitation, the DE vil. muſt have invented 
this doctrine to poiſon human happineſs, and 
to overwhelm dejected and melancholy ſouls 
in deſpair. For is there any thing that does 
ſuch violence to all the declarations of ſcrip- 
ture, any thing more oppoſite to the nature 
and genius and deſign of revelation, than fuch 
2 mean and miſerable ſyſtem, ſuch an unright- 
eous and wicked limitation of the goodneſs of 


| 
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God, the benevolence of Jeſus, and the falva- 


tion of the world ? Doth not the great God 
peremptorily aver with a ſolemn oath, pledg- 
ing his own veracity; As I live, faith the 
Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live. Turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? 


Behold, I ſet before you this day a bleſſing 


and a curſe : a bleſſing, if you obey the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God; a curſe, 
if you will not obey. See, I have ſet before 
thee this day, life and good, death and evil : 
in that J command thee this day to love the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways and to 
keep his commandments—and the Lord thy 
God ſhall bleſs thee. But if thou wilt not 
hear, I denounce unto you this day, that 
you ſhall furely periſh. I call heaven and 
earth to record this day, that I have ſet 
before you life and death, bleſſing and curſe- 
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ing. Therefore chooſe life, that both thou 
and thy ſeed may live. Have I any pleaſure 


at all that the wicked ſhall die, ſaith the 


Lord, and not that he ſhould return from his 
ways and live? Muſt all theſe plain texts, 
Chriſtian reader, ſignify nothing? muſt they 
all be explained away, and loſe their perſpi- 
cuity, luſtre and glory, when Predęſtinat ion 
is named? Can the God of truth utter con- 
tradictory declarations, ſolemnly deliver ad- 
monitions and exhortations with which they 
have no power to comply, and publiſh to his 
creatures that they ſhall be finally judged ac- 
cording to their works, at the ſame time 
that he knows that their future deſtiny is 
ſealed, hath been ſealed and fixed from all 
eternity, and any endeavours they can exert, 
any courſe and conduct they can purſue, abſo- 
lately incapable to revoke and reverſe it ? Far 
be ſuch duplicity and prevarication from the 


God that cannot lie; far ſuch diſſimulation 


and 
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and inſincerĩty from a Being of perfect recti · 
tude and inviolable truth ! Forbid it piety, 
honour, decency, and every facred principle, 
that the blefſed God, when he proclaims to 
the world the great terms and conditions on 
which. he will accept or reject his creatures, 
ſhould at the very time have any mental reſer- 
vations, any ſecret will different from his re- 
vealed will !—Conſequently, we may con- 
clude the whole tenor of Scripture juſtifies 
the concluſion, That it is not Cod, but man 
that deſtroys himſelf. That if any ſoul miſs 
of final ſalvation, it is its own voluntary act 
and deliberate deed, which it was in its own 
power to have prevented, and which Gud 
and Chriſt and Conſcience were infinitely de- 
firous it ſhould have prevented. That life 
and death, happineſs and miſery are ſet before 
us all, That God hath endowed us with 
moral liberty and freedom of will to chooſe 
the one or the other, and it is our own ſpon- 
| D 4 taneous 
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taneous deliberate choice that renders us the 
proper objects, either of reward or of pᷣuniſb- 
ment. That if any rational agent incur ever- 
laſting deſtruction, God is clear; there was 
no gloomy decree of reprobation againſt 
him; it was he that reprobated and predeſti- 
nated himſelf to this wretched end by his own 
wilful folly, and perſonal, ſelf-choſen wicked- 
neſs. That God tempteth no man to ſin, and 
predeſtinateth no ſoul to miſery, but every 
one is tempted to vice and predetermines his 
own deſtiny for himſelf, when he ſuffers his 
Juſts to ſway the ſceptre of the mind, to 
dethrone reaſon and conſcience, and to make 
havock of every thing ſerious and ſacred, 
and by his voluntary guilt and immorality 
draws down upon himſelf thoſe puniſhments 
which God hath ſolemnly denounced, and 
will aſſuredly inflit on every ſinful and ſelf- 
depraved creature. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 


$ 6. Milton, in his Paradiſe Loft, repreſents 
a ſelect company of the fallen ſpirits retiring 
from the reft to a private ſequeſtered ſcene, 
and there amuſing and puzzling themſelves 
with Predeſlination. Theſe are the Poet s 
ſtrains : 


Others apart fat on a hill retir'd 

In thoughts more elevate, and reaſon'd high 

Of Providence, Fore-knowledge, Will, and 
Fate; 

Fix'd Fate, Free - will, Fore-knowledge ab- 
ſolute, | 

But found no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt. 


Par. Loſt. Book ii. I. 557. 


Speculations about deſtiny, and ſataliſm, and 
neceſſity, are proper enough for fallen ſpirits 
to teaze and perplex themſelves with, for they 
are eſſentially inſignificant and uſeleſs, and 
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they are naturally productive of gam and 
deſpondence. For what can be a more un- 
comfortable and melancholy doctrine, than that 
the final deſtiny of every diſtin individual 
of the human race, that ever exiſted or will 
exiſt, was, from all eternity, abſolutely ſealed 
and fixed by a ſtern irreverſible decree! A 
» certain Biſbap of excellent underſtanding, dif- 
puting againſt St. Auguſtin on this ſubject, 
makes this obſervation: M one is doomed to 
life, and another to perdition, we are not born 
to be judged, but all of us judged before we 
were born. The remark is juſt, ſays Dr. 
Jortin, and ten Auguſtins and Calvins can- 
not anſwer it f. The Scripture repreſents 
Religion as the parent of joy, and the unabat- 
ing fource of the nobleſt mental pleaſures and 
ſatisfactions. It exhorts us to ſerve the Lord 
with gladneſs—to rejoice in the Lord always — 
and to approach the univerſal Parent and Do- 


+ Dr. 7Jertin'; Diſſertations, p. 32, 33. 
nor 
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nor of every good and perfect gift with liberal 
confidence and filial affections. The Scrip- 
ture, ever in harmonious concord with the 
voice and dictates of reaſon, repreſents the 
ſervice of our Maker as our trueſt freedom 
and liberty, as the foundation of the moſt 
ſolid and ſubſtantial happineſs, communica- 
ting the pureſt delights and nobleſt ſupports 
in every changing ſcene and circumſtance of 
this vain life's pilgrimage, and conſtituting 
the higheſt glory, dignity, and perfeftion of 
our rational natures, deſcribing its ways ta 
be ways of pleaſantneſs, and all its paths to be 
peace. But if thisexecrable doctrine of Repro- 
bation were true, if the eternal miſerable deſtiny 
of millions of mankind were abſolutely and 
uncondicionally determined before they ever 
exiſted, and a rigid irrevocable decree, doom - 
ing infinite numbers of ſouls to infernal tor- 
ments, took place before they had a being, 
bow ſhockingly inſincere and abſurd would 

all 
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all theſe ſcriptural calls and exhortations be 
to joy and chearfulneſs in Religion! For what 
good heart could rejoice in a predeſtinating 


God, ſerve ſuch a Being with gladueſt, or 


come into his conſcious preſence with thank/- 
giving? What human mind, that had but a 
ſingle ſpark of humanity and benevolence 
lodged amidſt its darkneſs, could rejoice ?— 
Yet, O the power of ſet and ſyſtem to eclipſe 
the glory of the goſpel, blind the underſtand- 
ing, and baniſh all the beſt feelings of the heart, 
numbers can rejoice in a miſerable religion, 
in a miſerable party, and in a miſerable mini- 
ſtry, that are continually holding up to their 
view, for their delightful contemplation, edi- 
dification, and improvement, the woful and 
diſmal picture of accountable creatures with- 


out liberty, doctrines without ſenſe, myſte- 


ries without meaning, phraſes without ideas, 
grace without morality, belief without good 
works, faith without reaſon, and a God 

without 
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without mercy !——Suppoſe an angel of God 
were diſpatched from the manſions of the 
Bleſſed to inform a good Chriſtian that he 
and his family were in the happy number of the 
few elect, that his and their particular ſalva- 
tion was ſecure, though great numbers of his 
relations and friends in the village, town, 
or city in which he lived, were eternally fated 
to be everlaſtingly miſerable : favoured with 
this intelligence could he rejoice ? Couldeſt 
thou, O reader, in ſuch circumſtances, though 
honoured with ſuch a meſſage, rejoice ?!—Ims 
poſſible! Humanity forbids it! Thou couldeft 
not rejoice in a Being who diſtributed his 
favours with ſo partial and envious an hand 
in a Being, whoſe Juſtice was Cruelty, and 
whoſe Mercy was Weakneſs ! A benevolent 


mind, though informed in this condeſcending 


manner, of its own and its family's future 
happineſs, would drop a generous tear over 
the world, facred to the wretched doom and 

deſtiny 


| 
| 
= 
| 


— — 


k 46 J 
deſtiny of its miſerable fellow-mortals—ren- 
dered miſerable, not by their own þer/onal 
faults and follies, but devoted and fated to 
this inevitable wretchedneſs by an eternal de- 
eree, which they can neither reverſe or ſoſten. 


SECTION VII. 


$7. BuT Predęſtination is not only a chear- 
leſs and uncomfortable doctrine, and tends to 
wrap the miſerable mind, that is poſſeſſed with 
it, in gloom, melancholy, and deſpair, but it 
cuts at once all the ſinews of morality, and 
renders practical holineſs abſurd and vain. 
The faithful remonſtrances and painful com- 
punctions of Coxscikxcx, that ſacred prin- 
ciple, interwoven by the hand of our Maker 
into the very frame and texture of our moral 
conſtitution, which never fails to condemn 
vice as the ſole diſgrace and reproach of our 
nature, and the ſole bane, ruin, and deſtruction 
A human happineſs, inflicting ſuch acute 
anguiſh 
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anguiſh and wretchedneſs after the perpetra- 
tion of a erime, and filling the mind of the 
ſinner with ominous fears and forebeding ter- 
rors, are upon this ſcheme all fallacious. The 
ſcrißtural exhortations, ſo earneſtly and pathe- 
tically addreſſed to men to repent, to amend 
their lives, to obey *he commands of God, 
and to work out their own falvation, are 
upon this hypotheſis all prepoſterous and uſe- 
leſs, ſince it is impoſſible for any man to alter 
his deſtiny, and diſſolve the adamantine bonds 
of inexorable fate. Reprobation at once ſuper- 
ſedes all moral goodneſs and obedience, and 
renders all the ſatisfaFions of conſcious vir- 
tue, and all the diſſatigfactions of conſcious 
wickedneſs, all the divine admonitions to an 
holy life, and all the divine dehortations from 
a. bad life, falſe and deluſory. If the Divine 
preſcience and omnipotence hath abſolutely 
predetermined the preſent moral or immoral 
Rate of all men, if the Reprobates cannot but 

do 
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do evil, and the Elect cannot but do well, K 
God acts irreſiſtibly on one, and the Devil on 
the other, then it is impoſſible, as one juſtly 
obſerves, for either one or the other to helþ 
acting as they do; or rather, to helþ being 
afted upon in the manner wherein they ate. 
For if we ſpeak properly, neither the one nor 
the other can be ſaid to act at all. Can the 
ſtone be ſaid to act, when it is thrown out of 
a ſling ? or a ball, when it is projected from 
a cannon ? No more can a man be faid to 
act, if he be only moved by a force he cannot 
reſiſt. But if the caſe be thus, you leave no 
room either for reward or puniſhment. Shall 
the ſtone be rewarded for riſing from the 
fling, or puniſhed for falling down? Shall the 
cannon-ball be rewarded for flying toward the 
ſun, or puniſhed for receding from it? As 
incapable of either puniſhment or reward is 
the man, who is ſuppoſed to be impelled by 
a force he cannot reſiſt, Juſtice can have no 
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place in rewarding or puniſhing mere ma- 
chines, driven to and fro by an external force. 
So that the ſuppoſition of God's ordaining 
from eternity whatſoever ſhould be done to 
the end of the world, as well as that of God's 
acting irreſiſtibly in the Elect, and Satan's 
acting irreſiſtibly in the Reprobate, utterly 
overthrows the ſcripture doctrine of rewards 
and puniſhments, as well as of a judgment to 
come . If the human mind be not free, if 
all its moral powers are fettered in the iron 
ſhackles of abſolute Fate, and obey, not the 
ſpontaneous motions of the will, but the in- 
vincible impulſe of dire neceſſity, if the future 
ſalvation and perdition of man is not the 
reſult of his own perſonal conduct, but he 
hath been elected to the one, and devoted to 
the other, before he had a being, farewel to 
all religion and morality, farewel to all ideas 


* See doftrine of Predeftination calmly conſidered 
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Deity; for this at once releaſes us from all 
. obligations to an holy life, renders practical 
i obedience and moral virtue a viſionary phan- 
dom, an abfurd chimera, and makes all the 
| fcriptural calls and invitations to repentance 
| and holineſs a ſolemn farce and mockery. For 
if there is an irrevocable decree already gone 
forth agaiaſt us, which it is not in our power 
to reverſe or mitigate, how inconſiſtent and 
uſeleſs are any endeavours we can employ, 
and how ridiculous and fruitleſs muſt be every 


dition. 


SECTION VIII. 


§ 8. Ix the doctrine of Predeftination be 
true, the office of a preacher is abſurd. Why 


exhort our hearers to repentance and amend- 
ment of life, preſs upon Chriſtian people, by 
every 


| | of the juſtice, rectitude, and goodneſs of the 


thing we can do, to influence our final con- 


do I and thouſands, every ſabbath, earneſtly 


(8 1 
Every argument we can uſe, the indiſpenſible 
neceſſity of practical holineſs and vital expe- 
rimental religion, and admoniſh them to exert 
to come, and to inſure their own ſalvation, 
if the everlaſting condition of every one in 
our afſemblies was unconditionally and abſo- 
lutely predetermined from all eternity? If 
there be already a decree paſſed againſt every 
foul that hears us, a decree of election or 
reprobation, our preaching is vain, your faith 
is alſo vain. If the everlaſting ſtate of all 
ſouls is immutably pre-ordained and irrever- 
ſibly fixed, religious parents and inſtructors, 
moraliſts and miniſters, can do no good, 
neither ſave themſelves, nor thoſe that hear 
them : · they might with as much propriety 
attempt to pluck the ſtars from their ſphere, 
ſuſpend a river in its courſe, or call up the 
ſhades of their departed anceſtors. I have 
E 2 
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a curious + book publiſhed by one Beverc- 
vicius, a learned Dutch phyſician, containing 
a number of letters which he ſent to ſeveral 
of the moſt eminent divines in Holland to have 
their opinion upon this queſtion : Whether 
the period of every man's life was decreed, 
and the particular time, and particular man- 
ner of death was immutably predetermined 
in the Divine counſels? He wanted to have 
full and entire ſatisfaction on this intereſting 
ſubject, before he would attempt to exerciſe 
the medical art.— And this was very proper 
and commendable. For if the exact duration 
of every man's life is unalterably fixed, and 
he cannot lengthen and extend it a ſingle 
month, a ſingle day, or even a ſingle moment, 
and if the preciſe time and manner of every 
perſon's departure from this world is abſo- 
lutely pre-ordained, the profeſſion of a Phy- 
+ The title is: Job. Bewerovicii Epiſtolica Queſlio 

de vitæ termino fatali an mobili cum doctorum reſpon- 
i. Dordrechti 1634. 


5 Acian 


189 1 


cian is abſurd, and all attention to the pre- 


ſervation of health, all the ſalutary herbs that 
propitious nature furniſhes, and all the know- 
ledge and ſkill of expelling diſeaſes and avert- 
ing death, that human genius and long expe- 
rience can acquire, are uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
cant. — After the example of this worthy 
foreign Phyſician, let every perſon, who aſ- 
ſumes the minifterial character, and under- 
takes, thg arduous province of reclaiming and 
ſaving ſouls, previouſly ſatisfy himſelf on 
what foundation the doctrine of unconditional 
election and abſolute predeſtination reſts, 
whether reaſon and ſcripture give their united 
ſanction to ſuch a tenet—if they do not, he 
may be uſeful, and his office is a moſt im- » 
portant, glorious, and honourable function 
but if aLL men are either fated to be happy, 
or fated to be miſerable, it is impoſſible he 
ſhould do any good, all his fervices muſt be 
totally loſt upon the world. 

E 3 SECTION 


54 J 


SECTION IX. 


| $9. Ir the doctrine of Predęſtinatian be 
true, what uſe and neceſſity is there for a day 
of judgment and final retribution ? If men 
were judged before they were born, any future 
judgment is abſurd. All the divine aſſurances 
that there comes a day in which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, fall to the ground. 
For if the final doom and deſtiny of every 
ſoul is fixed, abſolutely and inevitably fixed, 
before it hath a being, then the preſenr life 
is not a ſtate of trial and probation, not a 
Nate of diſcipline and education for heaven ; 
and all the virtuous diſpoſitions we can cul- 
tivate and acquire, and all the preparation 
we ourſelves can make for death and judg-' 
ment, are inane and frivolous. What occa- 
ſion for a judgment day, if the ſentence hath 
already been pronounced ? What occaſion for 
all mankind to be ſummoned before the tri- 
| bunal 
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bunal of Chriſt, much leſs, what occaſion is 
there for them to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body, if their final Nate is to 
be determined, and was eternally determined 
by an arbitrary, irrevocable deſtiny ?—This 
tremendous and moſt awful truth of a future 
general judgment, whea all the human race 
will be congregated in one vaſt aſſembly, and 
all rational and moral agents, who have 
exiſted from the beginning to the end of time, 
be judged according to their works, according 
to what they have done in this world, whe- 
ther it be good or evil, and in conſequence, 
ſolely, of their perſonal conduct in this ſtate 
of trial, everlaſting happineſs or miſery aſ- 
ſigned to them—this one grand and folemn 
TRUTH diſperſes into, empty air the vain 
phantom of fataliſm, cauſes to vaniſh all the 
darkneſs and horrors of Predeſtination : and 
the divine aſſurance of the glorions future 
morning of the RESURRECTION, when every 
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one of us will be judged according to the 
reſpectire nature of his aclians, diſſipatcs, 
eternally diſſipates all this diſmal ſyſtematic 
gloom, and forces it to retreat with preciyi- 
tation and infinite diſgrace to its erivinc! 
native abodes—Ereb:s and Reme, Hell and 
the Vatican. 


SSaCTION X. 


$ 10. God is the Almighty Sovereign, Pro- 
prietor, and Diſpoſer of all things. He is the 
ſupreme Lord, Ruler, and Governor of univer- 
ial nature, and diſpenſeth his bleſſings as 
ſeemeth beſt to his infinite underſtanding. In 
his character irreſiſtible power, unerring wiſ- 
dom, impartial juſtice, and perfect rectitude, 
are united with infinite goodueſs and boundleſs 
benevolence. As the Creator and Lord of 
the univerſe he hath communicated external 
and moral advantages to nations, commu- 
nities, and individuals, very variouſly, We 
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ſce one vaſt extent of country ſwarming with 
millions of his rational creatures, all immerſed 
in the profoundeſt ignorance and heatheniſm, 
paying their adorations to imaginary deities, 
maintaining the moſt abſurd and fabulous tenets 
concerning a Providence and a future ſtate, and 
tothe laſt degree rude and uncivilized, illiterate 
and barbarous—And ye: the/e are the children 
of the ſame common PARENT as we Chriſtians 
are. Ancther country we behold, whoſe num- 
. berleſs inhabitants are bleſſed with a Divine Re- 
velation, who enjoy, through the diſtinguiſhed 
goodneſs of the ſupreme Diſpoſer, the exalted, 
invaluable, and envied advantages of civil and 
religious liberty ; arts and ſciences, literature 
and erudition flouriſhing among them, happy 
in all the accommodations and elegancies of 
life, the whole region fair and blooming as 
the garden of God, and the whole collec- 
tive community happy in the enjoyment 
of true religion, happy in the fruition of 

« tran- 
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tranquillity and plenty, happy in the poſſeſſion 
of every public, ſocial, and domeſtic bleſſing. 
This diſtinction is ſolely of Divine appoitit- 
ment. That one immenſe body of rational 
creatures ſhould be happy in religious light 
and liberty, another vaſt and populous country 
drag the fetters of arbitrary power, lawleſs 
tyranny, and religious ſlavery, is the Deity's 
all-wiſe deſtination, and is to be regarded as 
the execution of his original plan and ſcheme 
in the moral government and adminiſtration 
of this world. The plan of the Divine go- 
vernment is a moſt magnificent and extenſive 
ſcheme; he hath arranged the order of his 
various ſucceſſive diſpenſations to his creatures 
in a regular and beautiful ſeries, hath pre-or- 
dained in what nation, in what fituation, every 
individual of his rational creatures ſhould be 
born, having fore-appointed the times of every 
one's appearance in the world, and preſcribed 
the bounds of his habitation. His wiſdom 

hath 
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hath appointed in what claſs and order of 

| ſociety every one ſhould be fixed, what par- 

ticular advantages every one ſhould enjoy for 

5 the improvement of his mind, the acquiſition 
of knowledge, and the preſent and future 
fruition of happineſs. That one man ſhould 
poſſeſs by birth and fituation, privileges that 
are denied to another that one ſhonld be 
born of opulent, another of indigent parents— 
that different minds ſhould be endowed with 
different degrees of genius, penetration, and 
ſagacity—that one man ſhould inherit from 
nature a robuſt and vigorous conſtitution, 
another ſhould go mourning through life's 
vain pilgrimage in ſickneſs and weakneſs and 
natural debility—that one rational agent fills 
- | - _ an illuſtrious and dignified, another an obſcure 
and fordid, ſtation—and all the various forms, 

features, and complexions which diverſify the 
human ſpecies—all theſe are the arbitrary 
deſtination of the Lord of Life, who gives 

exiſtence 
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exiſtence in what manner, in what age, in 
what nation, under what form of government, 
under · what circumſtances he pleaſeth, and 
which, upon the whole, appear fitteſt and 
beſt to his infinite and all-comprehenſive mind. 
—But let it be remembered that theſe are 
only TEMPORAL advantages or diſadvantages, 
that they relate merely to the preſent ſecular 
ſtate and difpoſition of things ; but that the 
great God hath made our FUTURE happineſs 
dependent on ourſelves, hath ſet life and death 
before us, and freely left us to our choice, 
hath laid before us certain terms and con- 
ditions, our compliance or non-compliance 
with which is to decide our future condition, 
and hath totally ſuſpended our final happineſs 
or miſery on the deeds we do in this body. 
That variety of religious and moral advan- 
tages, which God hath imparted to various 
nations and communities, and thoſe reſpective 
privileges and opportunitics for the culture 

and 
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and improvement of the mind in knowledge 
and virtue, which the Creator hath differently 
diſperſed, may aff. the degree, but can have 
no influence on the nature of mens final 
recompences—the virtuous Chriſtian enjoying, 
by his religicn, the beſt advantages for attain- 
ing the higheſt degrees of future happineſs, 
the virtuous Heathen, by the comparative diſ- 
advantages of his ſituation, not being expected 
53 13 to attain ſuch diſtinguiſhed holineſs, and, con- 
ſequently, not ſuch diſtinguiſbed and exalted 

happineſs as the Chriſtian. The country, 

family, and flati;n of every being is Cod's 
appointment, his conduct in that ſtation is his 

own appointment, and his happineſs or miſery 

in a future ſtate is to flow from his own im- 

provement or miſimprovement of the advan- 

tages that God afforded him, be they greater 

or ſmaller. The circumſtances, in which we 

are uſhered into being, are God's deſignation, 

the uſe or abuſe of them is entirely chargeable 

on 
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on ourſelves, is our own perſonal act and 
deed, by which alone our future condition is 
to be regulated and determined. | 


SECTION KI. 


F I1. Tux ſource, from which this hor- 
rible doctrine of perſonal Election and Pre- 
deftination was originally derived, was un- 
doubtedly the miſinter pretation and miſun- 
derſtanding of St. Paul's Epiſtles, and was 
at firſt owing to a precipitate and forced con- 
ſtruction of ſeveral paſſages in which theſe 
terms occur. Thanks be to God for univer- 
ſal toleration, for freedom in enquiry, and 
liberty in religion ! The darkneſs that once 
ſhrouded Chriſtianity hath, in theſe laſt ages 
of knowledge and enquiry, been greatly diſ- 
pelled, and thoſe many paſſages of ſcripture, 
which once appeared ſo dark and incxplicable, 
and were univerſally thought to contain ſuch 

a dread- 
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a dreadful and ſhocking doctrine as uncon- 
ditional reprobation and other horrid tenets, 
© which, if true, would everlaſtingly eclipſe the 
goodneſs of God, and will for ever reflect 
diſhonour on the humanity and benevolence 
of thoſe who firſt vended and fixed them, 
and now vend and fix them, on the ſcriptures, 
are clearly and ſatisfactorily explained by 
learned ang ingenious men to the honour of 
Cod, of truth, and of Divine inſpiration. 
That election, which ſo often occurs in St. 
Paul's writings, does not relate to individuals, 
but nations — does not reſpect, was never 
deſigned to reſpect, particular men, but large 
bodies and communities of men, caollectively 
conſidered. Carefully read St. Paul's Epiſtles 
to the Romans and Galatians, and you will 
clearly perceive, that the election he ſpeaks of, 
is not an election to future happineſs, but 
ſolely to goſpel advantages and bleſſings in 
this world. The 7ewi/b nation, du account 

| of 
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1 
of the illoſtrious piety of their anceſtors, were 
favoured with diſtinguiſbed privileges. They 
were ſeßarated from the corrupt maſs of 
heatheniſm and idolatry to be the people of 


God, and to be happy in ſuperior light and 


ſuperior advantages. Hence the whole nation 
of Iſrael, including good and bad, are deno- 
minated the ele and choſen of God. Hence 
ſuch appellations and titles as the following : 
The children or ſons of God : the holy þcoþle : 
a choſen ſeed : the elect : the called: a peculiar 
Seople : the Lord's inheritance. This ch:ſen 
people, for their obſtinate diſobedience and 
diſbelief of the goſpel, were rejected of God 
upon their ref ection the Almighty elected the 
Gentiles—the ue bady of Chriſtians among 
the Heathens nw became the elect, were a 
choſen generation, a purchajed poſſeſſion, a royal 
priefthcdd, a peculiar pcaßle. So that the 
election and reprobation of which St. Parl 
treats, ' relateth to Tews and Gentiles con- 
: ſidered 
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Gidered as nations, not as individuals, The 
ſidered, good and bad, were the choſen and 
cleft of God, as by his grace and mercy, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, they were called out of 
heatheniſh darkneſs into his marvellous light, 
and ,were favoured with the privileges and 
bleflings of the goſpel. So that, as Dr. Tar- 
LoR in his Key to the Romans very juſtly 
the one reſpecting the preſent, the cther a 
Future ſtate—the firſt we entirely owe to the 
grace and benignity of God in favouring us 
with evangelical advantages, the other is de- 
pendent on ourſelves —we muſt owe it to our 
own perſonal conduct for we ourſetves make 
this calling and election ſure, and by our own 
| virtuous diligence work out this our final fal- 
vation. Moreover, the election, of which 
the ſcripture ſpeaks, when it uſes this term 
concerning individuals, refers not to happineſs 

F in 
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in a future ſtate, but only to particular fations 


and offices in the preſent life, which God of 
his infinite wiſdom hath ſeen fit to aſſign to 
particular men. For example, Crus was 
elected to rebuild the temple. Jo DAS was 
one of the elect. Have not I choſen you 
twelve? When the Son of Man cometh, you 
ſhall fit on fwelve thrones. He was choſen 
to the honours and dignity of an Apoſtle 
equally with the reſt—and, no doubt, was a 
good man, and had a good heart when our 
Lord choſe him to be one of his companions 
and friends. But it does not follow, . becauſe 
a man is once virtuous and good, that he will 
ever continue fo . ST, PauL alſo was a 


choſen 


® So judged that excellent and amiable philoſopher 
XENOPHON, I7ws n dme av wN Twy parxolouy 
eee. x. x Perhaps many who profeſs to philo- 
fophize may aſſert, that a good man can never become 
wicked, or a ſober man intemperate, or a perſon ever 
5 forget 
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choſen veſſel—but in what reſpect? —Was it 
that from all eternity he was unconditionally 
elected to eternal life ?— The fcripture in- 
forms us what this election was— namely, to 
preach the 'goſpel among the Gentiles. His 
deſignation to this office was his eleftion— 


forget any ſcience he hath once learned. My ſenti- 

ments of theſe things are very different. For as I ſee 
that thoſe, who uſe not bodily exerciſe, render them- 
ſelves incapable of performing the functions of the 
body; ſo I perceive that thoſe, who do not cultiyate 
the faculties of the mind, incur a total inability for 
performing the offices of the min: for they bring 
upon themſelves a moral impoſſibility of doing what 
they ought to do, and of refraining from what hey 
ought to refrain. He concludes with this ju reflec- 
tion, Tim owv an N. x. >. Why ſhould it not 
therefore be admitted as very -poſfible, That he who 
once was ſober ſhould afterwards prove intemperate ; 
and he who once could do virtuous aftions ſhould 
afterwards totally incapacitate himſelf for the *per- 
formance of them? Xenophon.*Mcmorab. p. 20, 21, 


22. Edit. Oxon. 1741. 
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but for the faithful or unfaithful diſcharge 
of this arduous office he himſelf was account- 
able this was his own perſonal at—and it 
was this alone that was to influence his final 
condition ! A diſpenſation hath been com- 
mitted to me, and woe is ine if I preach not 
the goſpel. All the whole body of Chriſtians 
ate called in ſcripture the elef? of God, yet 
who can ſuppoſe that not one ſingle individual 
of the whole Chriſtian name in all the Roman 
empire would miſs of ſalvation ? St. Paul, 
as above-mentioned, was a choſen veſſel, yet 
he aſſures us he might have reprobated him- 
ſelf, and by neglecting his duty have rendered 
himſelf diſapproved and rejefted of God. 


el would obſerve,” ſays my late worthy and 


learned friend Dr. Benſon, * that there is one 
, ſingle text, viz. 1 Cor. ix. 27. which, if 
« rightly tranſlated, would give the Engli/b 
i reader a juſt notion of the ſcriptaral doc- 


« trine of election and reprobation, and clearly 


© ſhow 
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t: ſhow him, that articular perſons are nat, 
* in holy writ, repreſented as elected, abſo- 
* lutely and unconditionally, to everlaſting 
** life ; or predeſtinated, abſolutely and un- 
** conditionally, to everlaſting damnation ; but 
* that all Chriſtians in general are elected to 
enjoy the Chriſtian privileges here upon 
* earth, which if they abuſe, thoſe very ele 
* perſons will become 7: es. The words 
of that text are the words of St. Paul con- 
« cerning kimſeſf, who declared, I keep under 
* my body, and bring it into ſubjection; left 
* by any means, when I have preached the 
© goſpel to others, I myſelf ſhould become 
4% reprobate—aurog adoxieg yewwuai. Now St. 
& Paul was certainly a choſen veſſel, an elect 
1 perſon, if ever there was one. And yet he 
te declares, it was poſſible that he himſelf, 
** though an elect perſon, might become a 
* reprobate. Nay, if he had not kept under 
ff his body, and brought his ſenſes, paſſions, 

F 3 « and 
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«© and appetites in ſubjection to his conſcience, 
he had actually become a reþrobate, though 
© he had been ſo long an elef perſon, a 
« Chriſtian, and an Apoſtle, and though he 
had preached to others, and been the means 
of the ſalvation of multitudes *.” 


SECTION XII. 


$ 12. To the preceding treatiſe I thought 
it would not be improper to annex the ſenti- 
ments of the following eminent Divines, as 
the reader will pay a greater deference to the 


tearning and judgment of theſe celebrated and 


illuſtrious critics and ſcholars, than to. any 
thing I could advance on the ſubject. 
GroT1vUs: De prædeſtinatione illa, de qua, 
multa in ſcholis dicuntur, nullus hic [in epiſ- 
tola ad Romanos] ſermo, neque vero ad rem 


* See Dr. Benſon's Traf?s, p. 150, 151. 3d Edit. 
ich 
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3d pertinebat. Grotius 
in Pref. Epi 
on Matt i 

a 5. xxiv. 22. and 1 Pet, 
Nl 

2 2 . 2 on” 
= apta eſt in iis, qui ſe electos cre- 
_ producere ſecuritatem carnalem ; i 
C 
f I — quæ duo omnis reli- 
gionis peſtes ſunt—Omnem pietatis ſectandæ 
et impietati 1 curam 
SIE s fugiendæ extinguit: i 
_ e eee "<A Y 

n . , 
= reprobatione gloriz Dei eſt adverſa, ut- 
8 ow variis ipſius attributis, 
. m, ſanctitate, juſtitia, ſinceritate, ſapi 
Chrift. p. 305, 306. 321. Edit. H. | | 
1736. "MORE 
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m—_— men nationally, _ 
reference to their eternal ſtate, is evident 
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not only from the beginning of this chapter, 
where he ſhews his concern for the nation of 
the Jews being caſt off from being God's 
people, and the inſtances he brings of Jaac, 
of Jacob and Eſau, and of Pharas ; but it 
appears alſo very clearly in the verſes imme- 
diately following, where by the veſſels of 
wrath fitted for deſiruftion, he manifeſtly 
means the nation of the cus, who were now 
grown ripe, and fit for the deſtruction he 
was bringing upon them. Locke on — 
ch. ix. ver. 20. in the notes. 
- TiLLOTSON : Falſe and miſtaken princi- 
ples in religion; as this for one: that Gbd 
does not ſincerely deſire the ſalvation of men, 
but hath from all eternity effectually barred 
the greateſt part of mankind from all poſſibĩ- 
lity of attaining that happineſs which he 
offers to tiem ; and every one hath cauſe to 
fear that he may be in the number, This 
were a melancholy conſideration indeed, if. it 
were 
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were true ; but there is no ground, either 
from reaſon or ſcripture, to entertain any ſuch 
thought of God. Our deſtruction is of our · 
ſelves ; and no man ſhall be ruined by any 
decree of God, who does not ruin himſelf by 
his own fault. Tillotſon's Sermons, vol. 1. þ. 
231. 12. Men cannot eaſily have a blacker 
thought of Gad, than to imagine that he hath, 
from all eternity, carried on a ſecret deſign to 
circumvent the greateſt part of men into a 
plot againſt heaven, that by this unworthy 
practice he may raiſe a revenue of glory to 
his juſtice. There is no generous and good 
man but would ſpit in that man's face that 
ſhould charge him with ſuch a deſign ; and 
if they who are but very drops of goodneſs 
in compariſon of God, the infinite ocean of 
goodneſs, would take it for ſuch a reproach, 
ſhall we attribute that to the beſt Being in the 
world, which we would deteſt and abominate 
in ourſelves? Vol. 8. p. 97. 1200. God is 

infinitely 
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infinitely better than the beſt of men; and 
yet none can poſſibly think that man a good 
man, who ſhould abſolutely reſolve to diſin- 
herit and deſtroy his children, without the 
foreſight and conſideration of any fault to be 
committed by them. We may talk of the 
goodneſs of God, but it is not an eaſy matter 
to deviſe to ſay any thing worſe than this of 
the devil. Vol. 8. p. 226. 12. See alſo, 
P. 10. 

WHriTBY : To ſay God ſeriouſly invites, 
exhorts, and requires all men to work out 
their ſalvation, and yet by his decree of Repro- 
bation hath rendered that event to the moſt 
of them impoſſible ; that he requires all men 
to repent, that they may not periſh, and yet 
by his decree or ſecret will hath reudered that 
event to moſt of them to whom he ſpeaketh 
in his word impoſlible, is to make the goſpel 
of Chriſt a mockery. Whitby on the Five 
Points, þ. 76. The election mentioned in 

the 
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the holy ſcriptures is not that of particular 
perſons, but only of churches and nations, 
p- 36. The very learned and candid Dr. Jor- 
tin gives this juſt character of the excellent 
treatiſe here quoted. © Whithy publiſhed 
< ſome tracts on election, reprobation, and 
original ſin, and in theſe treatiſes he con- 
© futed CaLvIN Is u even to a demonſtration.” 

Dr. Jartin's Six Diſſertations, þ. 113. 
Dr. CLARKE : Some have from theſe paſ- 
ſages attempted to deduce the doctrine of 
abſolute Predeſtination ; that becauſe the de- 
crees and purpoſes of God are unchangeable, 
therefore mens ſalvation or condemnation does 
not at all depend on any works in their own 
power. And indeed were there any ſuch 
decree, it could not be denied but it would 
be unchangeable ; and conſequently that all 
religion were vain. Bur the #ruth is, that 
the ſcripture mentions no fuch decree at all; 
and therefore men need not be concerned 
abour 
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unchangeableneſs hich hag 
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the elef there ſpoken of are the whole Chriflian 


church, whereof all nevertheleſs do not attain 
unto ſalvation ; and the reprobate there men- 
tioned are the whole nation of the unbelieving 
Jews, whereof all nevertheleſs were not finally 
caſt off : and when God's fore-determination 
of particular perſons is ſpoken of, it is not 
a fore-appointment to eternal happineſs or 
miſery, but always to ſome temporal office 
or advantage only. Vol. 10. p. 216. 12. 
Grove + And as this notion of divine love 
is unworthy of God, fo it is big with terror 
and affrightment to the creature, unleſs a 
man hath the good luck to be of a temper to 
believe every thing, with reaſon or without it, 
that he is willing to believe. For fay that 
this love proceeds by a decimation, taking one 
out of ten, there will then be nine to one 
apainſt every ſingle perſon, that he is not of 
the happy number. Nor, to ſpeak truth, can 
I perceive any great ground of rejoicing that 
2 the 
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the /avourites themſelves have, provided they 
uſe their reaſon, or have any ſpark of generoſity 
in them ; for when they think of the principle 
on which they imagine the Deity to act, in 
ſelecting them from the common maſs of 
maakind, and uſing ſo much ſeverity towards 
others, how can they have any dependence 
on the favour of ſuch a Being ? He that hath 
no other reaſon for all that he does but mere 
will and pleaſure, may alter his will without 
reaſon, What is there more diſhonourable 
to God in deceiving his creatures with fair 
promiſes, which he never intends to fulfill, 
than in putting them under an inevitable 
neceſſity of being for ever miſerable ? This 
being ſuppoſed no diſparagement to the Dit, 
is there any thing elſe that can be ſo? Could 
a perſon who aimed to conform all his own 
actions to reaſon, and eſteemed it the greateſt 
glory of a Being to do good to all according 
to his ability, have much ſatisfaction in the 
f triend{liip 
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' friendſhip of a prince, who, while he careſſed - 
a few of his ſubjects, had formed a deſign of 
ruining all the reſt, and making them feel the 
weight of his power, for no other reaſon, but 
that it ſo pleaſed him? To thoſe whom ſuch 
a prince ſhould call near him, and load with 
honours, one might apply the words of the 
Roman Satyriſt. 


In quorum facie miſeræ magnaque ſedebat 
Paller amicitie. Jov. SAT. 4. 
Grove's wiſdom the firft ſpring action 
in the Deity. Vol. 4. p. 101, 102. 


Shall we repreſent Almighty God as making 
a feaſt with the ſame inſidious deſign as men 
have ſometimes done it, only that they might 
maſſacre the gueits ; thereby adding the mol: 
deteſtable treachery to the moſt horrid cruelty * 
Grove's works, val. 6. þ. 390. 


2 Ds. 
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Dr. Tarrox: I make no doubt but the 
doctrine of Original Sin, whereby we are 
ſuppoſed to be neceſſarily corrupt and wicked ; 
and the doctrine of irre/ftible Grace, whereby 
we are ſuppoſed to be neceſſarily made holy ; 
the doctrine of particular abſolute Elefion 
and Reprobation : I make doubt, I fay, but 
theſe doctrines are Manicheifm chriſtianized. 
And it is ſuch doctrines as theſe, that have 
miſrepreſented the Chriſtian religion, haraſſed 
the Chriftian world endleſsly ; by blinding 
and confounding mens underſtandings, and 
imbitteriog their ſpirits ; and have been the 
occaſion of calling in the help of a falſe kind 
of learning, Logic, Metaphyſics, School-Divi- 
nity, in order to give a colour of reaſon to 
the groſſeſt abſurdities, and to enable Divine: 
to make a plauſible ſhew of ſupporting and 
defending palpable contradictions. Dr. Tay- 
lor's Key tothe Romans, þ. 102, 103. Notes. 
2d Edit. 
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| Dn. Jon r: In England, at the time of 
the ſynod of Dort, we alſo were much divided 
in our opinions concerning the controverted 
articles ; but our Divines having taken the 
liberty to think and judge for themſelves, 
and the civil government not interpoſing, it 
hath come to paſs that, from thut time to 
_ this, almoſt all perſons here of any note for 
learning and abilities have bid adien to Cal. 
viniſm, have ſided with the Remonſtrants, 
and have left the Fatalis to follow their own. 
opinions, and to rejoice (fince they can rejoice) 
in a religious ſyſtem, conſiſting of human 
creatures without liberty, doftrines withour 
ſenſe, faith without reaſon, and a God with- 
out mercy. 8 


5. 111. 
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© tflimony of the greateſt and beſt of mga, 


harmoniouſly eonſpire to aſſure us, that Hz a- 
VEN IS OPEN TO ALL Mex, and none is 


excluded from everlaſting happineſs but he 


who wilfully excludes himſelf. The bleſſed. 
God predeſtinates no one to miſery ; it is 
man that predeſtinates ard reprobates himſelf, 
when he deliberately chooſes a ſinful life, and 
is determined not to be virtuous, chaſte, ſober, 
temperate, ard religious. Holineſs of heart 


and life, Reader, holineſs of heart agd' life, is 


the only final election. Holineſs is every thing 
with God. Nothing but the want of this 
diſqualifies for heaven. The pure in heart 
ſhall ſee God, the impure and ſelf. polluted 


' ſhall be eternally baniſhed his preſence and 


kingdom. No heaven without perſonal holi- 
neſs : no final happineſs without holy diſpo- 


ſitions and moral - qualifications previouſly 


acquired for the fruition of it. Our Creator 
Hath endowed us with freedom of will and 


liberty 
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liberty of action. He hath ſet virtue and 
vice, life and death, before us, and left us to 
the uſe or abuſe of our free agency, left us 
to chooſe the one or the cther. We may 
embrace virtue, we may prefer vice. We 
may poſſeſs purity of heart and ſanctity of 
manners; we may corrupt our minds, and 
plunge ourſelves in guilt and wretchednelſs. 
God hath given us reſo to be our amiable 
direQreſs, and revelation to be our heavenly 
guide; but hath pur no coercive reſtraints 
tipor! our wills and actions; hath leſt us to 
improve reaſon, or obſcure it; to adarn the 
goſpel, or diſgrace it; to obey the friendly 
dictates of conſcience, or ſtifle and filence its 
remonſtrances ; to maintain the native dignity” 
of our rational and moral nature, or dethrone 
and ſink it below the brutes; and to render 
ourſelves either the virtuous heirs of immor- 

' ality, or the deſerved objects of ercrlaſting 
deſtrution. The gcwer to ds or to forbear 
G 2 ' __ ations, 
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actions, is what properly denominates and 
conſtitutes us virtuous or vicious. The power 
to perform or decline acting, is rather an abſo- 
Jute racr than an abſtruſe ideal point of 
metaphyſical ſpeculation. All future rewards 
and funiſbments are founded on man's account- 
ableneſs, on his moral liberty freely to chooſe 
virtue or vice. Be not deceived : God is not 


mocked : whatſoever a man ſows, that ſball he 


yeah. Where is the neceſſity, reftitude, and 
wiſdom in appointing a Dar oF JUDGMENT 


and final recompences according to the reſpec- 


tive nature of mens actions and different cha: 


raQers, if man is a tor pid inactive machine, 
that only obeys the laws and impulſe of dire 


neceſſity, bath no volition, ſpontaneity, and 
power he. can call his own, hath been arbi- 


trarily elected to happineſs, or unconditionally 


predeſtinated to miſery from all eternity, and 
bath all bis mental and moral powers ſhackled 


in the adamantine fetters of a rigid and in- 
flexible 
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is the honeur, the 
Kexible fa ? Where is | 
63 As cad opakad 
pars | ed were irreſiſtibly compelled to com- 
1 eee eee 
ce) cn cx ol pi proc? How 
dae on itt pe | 
tations of ſcripture, ſolemnly and importu- 
apr upd eee 
2 ee e e 
2 ing, to regard the things that 
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nnworthy of eternal life. ee that you refule 
not him that ſpeaketh. While it is called to 
day harden not your heart. Have I any plead 
ſure at all, that the wicked ſhould die? faith 
the Lord God; and not that he ſhould returi 
from his ways and live ? Caſt away from you 
all your tranſgreſſions whereby you have tranſ- 
greſſed—for why will you die, O houſe of 
Iſrael ? For I have no pleaſure in the death 
of him that dieth, faith the Lord: wherefore 
turn yourſelves and live ye. As T live, faith 
the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O houſe of 
Iſrael ? How tender and moving the com- 
plaint which the compaſſionate Redeemer, 
bathed in a flood of tears, uttered over an 
abandoned and incorrigible people, whoſe 
wickedneſs Bad defeated' all his attempts to 
. them ! O Jerufalem ! Jeru- 

ſalem E 
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falem ! how often would I have gathered thy 
children, as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, but you would not! O that 
thou hadſt known the things that belong to 
thy peace ! Beſides, how often is it ſaid, that 
Chriſt died for ALL : that he is the propitia- 
tion for the fins of the w HOLE world: that 
he died for ALL, that men ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themfelxes: Wilt thou by thy 
meat deſtroy thy brother for whom Chriſt died 
——Theſe texts, and a thouſand other paſſages 
in the ſacred ſcripture, repreſent the Deity in 
the moſt engaging light, as infinitely deſirous 
of our final HAI x Ess, but willing we 
ſtrould obtain it in a way conſiſtent with that 
freedom of will and hberty of action with 
which he hath endowed us. The maſt cogent 
arguments he hath addreſſed to us, and left 
us to the direction of our underſtandings, 
and the guidance of our wills, whether we 
will ſuffer theſe affecting and powerful con- 

' fiderations 
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fiderations to influence us or not. He hath 
done every thing that infinite wiſdom, equity, 
and goodueſs could do, both in the conffitu- 
mn of the human mind, and in the fyfem of 
divine revelation, to engage us to be wiſe, 
virtuous, and happy. If we wilfully miſim- 
prove all theſe advantages, reject theſe equi - 


table terms and conditions on which God hath. - 


fuſpended our felicity, and wantonly repulſe 
and totally diſregard all theſe pathetic per- 
fuaſions, ſalutary admonitions, and impor- 
runate arguments and motives, that only have 
our beſt interefts for their objef? — God is 
clear, the guilt and blame is ours, our con- 
demnation is juſt, the reſult of our own wilful 
folly and inconſideration, ſufficient warning 
was given us by conſcience, by reaſon, by 
Sarents, by miniſters, by good books, by the | 
word of God ; we are ſolely acceſſary to our 
own ruin, we bring it upon our ſelf · devoted 

fouls, we ſhall have no apology in the great 
2 day 


t 1 F. 
day to offer for our conduct, it Wil be itn> 
poſſible to excuſe and palliate it, r mouth 
will be flopped before the: tribunal, we ſhall 
not be able to tell our Judge that his drr 
and holy. There will not 4 word be faid in 
that awful ſolemnity about divine decrees, or- 
about human opinions; the grand, the ſole 
enquiry will be concerning the deeds done in 
the body, how we have acted in this ſtate" of 
trial and education, what good we have done, 
how we have behaved in thoſe ſtations and 
relations that infinite Wiſdom aſſigned us. 
Reader, revolve this feriouſly. Ir is the moſt 
important doctrine in the whole circle of all 
divine and human truths. Thine ALL is 
dependent on the practical regard thou payeſt 
to it. Think what ETERNITY is, and what 
courſe of life will infallibly ſecure thee all its 
ſubſtantial, inconceivable, never ending bleſ- 

== ſedneſs 
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neh ! 0 benenber 1 2 4. the 10. 
abe fo foal an indelible eon 
nn chou ee ſhortly 
appear before the judgment · feat af Chriſt, not 
wle weber the deartes of God from all 
emrah ware in thy Avene or digſhueur, not 
to be informed; by an infpeſitive of e re: 
cords of hen, whether chy name is for- 
rultoudy along the” watber of the cut or 
the , bat to receive the igt thou 
haſt done in the body, accurtiing w the nature 
voi or whe 3k bm od, | 
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